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Skin Physiological Characteristics of the Sensory Hypersensitive
Skin towards Cosmetics

Noriharu KIRIT*

Abstract

The recent investigation shows that 86% of the females who perceive themselves to have sensitive skin have expe-
rienced skin troubles with cosmetics. Therefore, we have come up with a method to apply to females a model cosmet-
ic lotion. Using this method, we selected a panel of females who perceive sensory sensation such as itching, sting-
ing, and defined them as having “sensitive skin.” From the repeated studies, skin physiological characteristics of the in-
variable hypersensitive skin to a model cosmetic lotion were characterized as follows; 1) high in transepidermal
water loss, 2) low in current perception threshold (CPT), and 3) high in serum IgE levels.

Moreover, we have discovered the existence of “fluctuating sensitive skin” whose sensory sensitivity towards a
model cosmetic lotion can change. It is possible to speculate that causal factors to alter the sensitivity of “fluctuat-
ing sensitive skin” are neurological sensitivity, barrier function and water content of stratum corneum.
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