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Melanogenesis in the Skin

Yasushi TOMITA*

Abstract

Human melanin is synthesized in the melanosome in the melanocytes located in the skin, hair, and eyes. Fully
melanized melanosomes are transferred into keratinocytes through the tip of the dendrites of the melanocyte. The
melanosome formation in the melanocyte as well as melanin synthesis in the melanosome is reviewed from the
molecular viewpoint.
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