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Alopecia and Androgens
Kazuto HAMADA*

Abstract

Androgens regulate much human hair growth and are implicated in many human hair growth disorders, in par-
ticular, androgenetic alopecia, but the mechanism of androgen action in human hair follicles is not fully under-
stood. Since androgen probably act on hair follicles via the mesenchyme-derived dermal papilla, cultured dermal
papilla cells appear to offer a good model system for studies of androgen action in human hair growth. In this pa-
per, I would like to introduce some of the update studies in this field and also speculate the reason why androge-
netic alopecia occurs in some individuals, but not others.
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