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Depigmentating Cosmetics and the Future

Toshiyuki SUZUKI*, Genji IMOKAWA**

Abstract

Recent theories on the mechanism of melanogenesis and the various approaches of depig-
mentation were reviewed. Biosynthetic pathway of melanin and the role of micro organs in
melanocytes were shown. As a general approach of depigmentation, typical tyrosinase
inhibitors and their ability against melanin synthesis were introduced. Further, current
theories on melanogenesis stimulating factors such as endothelins and the new approaches on
depigmentation were summarized.
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