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Abstract

In the general rules of JP X, the medicinal additives are defined as substances which are added to
pharmaceutical preparations to assure the permanency or usefulness of the product during storage.
In addition, these substances must be non-toxic and harmless and must not interfere with the
therapeutic efficacy or test of the preparations.

Many different types of the additives such as solubilizers, stabilizers, preservatives, etc. are used
in the ointments which are applied to the human skin. Among these additives, the solubilizers are
regarded to be one of the most important additives in order to design the said products with higher
efficacy and safety as well as higher quality. The role of the solubilizers is discussed in terms of the
drug release from the vehicle and percutaneous absorption.



