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Latest Update on Sebaceous Gland

Hirohiko AKAMATSU

Abstract

By recent development of stem cell research, it is speculated that stem cells or progenitor cells may exist in sebaceous
glands, and thus sebum secretion is constantly controlled. Taken together with the recent studies, sebaceous glands may be
derived from stem cells in the bulge area. The stem cells migrate to the boundary between hair follicles and sebaceous glands
to differentiate into progenitor cells and localize. Then, the progenitor cells may migrate to sebaceous gland tissues as neces-
sary, followed by proliferation and differentiation. At the same time, the cells may synthesize lipid and finally rupture, pro-
viding the epidermis with sebum. If further researches can identify the mechanism underlying the turnover of sebaceous
glands, it will someday enable us to control sebaceous gland activity.
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