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Skin Trouble and Skin Care in Adolescence

Nobukazu HAYASHI

Abstract

Adolescence is an important decade for young people to be adults. They achieve physical, sexual, psychological

and social maturity in adolescence. There are several skin diseases and conditions which occur in accordance with

their maturation. Secretion of growth hormone and sex hormone increases dramatically in adolescence. Strie dis-

tensae is a result of rapid extension of height caused by growth hormone. Androgen stimulates sebum secretion and in-

duces acne and hirsutism. Psychological status of adolescent is unstable. Original cause of osmidrosis is smell from

apocrine sweat apparatus, but most cases have no odor and some psychological problems. Adult type of atopic derma-

titis appears in adolescence which sometimes has psychological background. Skin symptoms in adolescence are not

fatal, but may severely disturb mental aspects of patients� quality-of-life. We should care not only their skin symp-

toms but also their mental status.
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